
 
 

Literacy Resources for Children on the Autism Spectrum 
 

Compiled by Wendy J. Schroder, M.Ed., Graduate Student 
Indiana Resource Center for Autism 

Indiana Institute on Disability and Community  
 

Below is a listing of books, curriculums and programs, websites, software and IPAD applications that can be used to promote literacy 
among children on the autism spectrum.  This extensive listing can help practitioners or family members involved in teaching reading 
and enhancing comprehension.   If there are products not on this list, let us know so we can add them for others to access.  For your 
convenience, links are provided.  However, all products can be found on other websites as well.   Our goal is simply to provide an easy 
resource list.   Inclusion on this list does not mean endorsement of any one product.   
  
Books- All Available at Amazon.com; Prices Vary 
 

Item Description Link/ Vendor/ Resource Picture 
A Land We Can 

Share: Teaching 
Literacy to 

Students With 
Autism by Paula 

Kluth & Kelly 
Chandler-Olcott 

Promotes literacy instruction for students on the autism spectrum who are 
in and out of the school setting.  Focuses on students all across the autism 
spectrum.  Provides many practical and useful examples.  Mostly useful for 
educators and paraprofessionals, but helpful for parents to read.  Promotes 

inclusion, thinking outside of the box, and differentiated instruction. 

ISBN:  978-1557668554 
http://www.amazon.com/Land-

We-Can-Share-
Teaching/dp/1557668558/ref=
sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=

1311121631&sr=1-1 
 

 

Drawing a Blank: 
Improving 

Comprehension 
for Readers on the 
Autism Spectrum 

by Emily Iland 

Promotes organized approach for parents and educators to teach 
comprehension and decoding to children on the autism spectrum.  Provides 
useful tips for parents, such as teaching synonyms, looking up nouns on the 

internet, and teaching emotions.  Focuses on individualized instruction.  
Received supportive review from Temple Grandin, Ph.D.   

ISBN:  9781934575772 
http://www.amazon.com/Drawi

ng-Blank-Improving-
Comprehension-

Spectrum/dp/1934575771/ref=
pd_sim_b_3  
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How Do I Teach 
This Kid To Read? 

by Kimberly A. 
Henry, M.S. 

Useful book that offers tips, tools, and methods for teaching young students 
on the autism spectrum phonics.  Focuses on phonemic awareness, 

vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency.  Offers many tips and tools 
including ABC and thematic books, word walls, suggested books, 

environmental print, book box, text-picture match, using pictures, building 
sentences, and echo reading.  The most helpful tool included with this book 

is the free CD of printables that is included.  Most recommendations are 
available to print on the provided CD.  Very helpful in recommending quick 

and easy tips for instruction.   
Designed for grade levels K-3.   

ISBN:  9781935274148 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/pr
oduct/1935274147/ref=s9_simh
_bw_p14_d19_i1?pf_rd_m=ATVP

DKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-
3&pf_rd_r=1HR17C93QRBAS024
8YY1&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=128

7771322&pf_rd_i=283155 

 

Literacy Beyond 
Picture Books: 

Teaching 
Secondary 

Students With 
Moderate to 

Severe Disabilities 
by Dorothy D. 

Smith, Jill F. 
DeMarco, & 

Martha S. Worley 
 

Helpful book for students on the autism spectrum at the secondary level.   
Provides sample lessons and information on thematic units and age 

appropriate material.   
Promotes team teaching, inclusion, focusing on instruction while meeting 
IEP goals, parent involvement, assessment, and assistive technology use. 

Useful for both parents and educators; especially due to the focus on 
collaboration. 

ISBN:  978-1412971140 
http://www.amazon.com/Litera

cy-Beyond-Picture-Books-
Disabilities/dp/1412971144/ref
=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid

=1311122402&sr=1-1#_ 

 

Parenting a 
Struggling Reader 

by Susan Hall & 
Louisa Moats 

Useful tool for parents.  Helps parents to face reading difficulties with their 
children “head on”.  Includes 4-step plan for identifying and targeting 
reading issues.  Helps to inform parents on reading assessments, early 

intervention, understanding IEP goals for literacy, and effective instruction, 
as well as tips for home instruction. 

 

ISBN:  978-0767907767 
http://www.amazon.com/Paren

ting-Struggling-Reader-Susan-
Hall/dp/0767907760/ref=sr_1_
1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310

930663&sr=1-1#_  
Quality Literacy 
Instruction for 
Students With 

Autism Spectrum 
Disorders by  

Christina 
Carnahan, Ed.D. & 

Pamela 
Williamson, Ph.D. 

Blends opinions and theories from experts in both autism and literacy.  
There is a focus on case studies and research to support findings.  There is 

also a focus on comprehension and how students approach comprehension 
and text, as well as what is needed for students on the autism spectrum to 

comprehend text.   
Useful for educators, but parents may find useful. 

ISBN:  9781934575666 
http://www.amazon.com/Litera

cy-Instruction-Students-
Spectrum-

Disorders/dp/1934575666/ref=
sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=

1310929724&sr=1-1 
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Teaching Students 
with Moderate and 
Severe Disabilities 

by Diane M. 
Browder, Ph.D. & 

Fred Spooner, 
Ph.D. 

Promotes teaching literacy to students with severe disabilities who many 
may feel are not “capable” of learning literacy skills.  Focuses on best 

practice and including lessons on teaching core content.  Promotes blending 
life skills and functional curriculum with core and academic skills.  Includes 

sample lessons and checklists.  Focuses on alternate assessment, IEPs, 
standards, progress monitoring, and using evidence-based practices.  Also 

covers many other subject areas outside of literacy. 
Useful for educators.  

 

ISBN:  978-1606239919 
http://www.amazon.com/Teach
ing-Students-Moderate-Severe-

Disabilities/dp/1606239910/ref
=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid

=1311122969&sr=1-1#_ 

 

Teaching Word 
Recognition: 

Effective 
Strategies for 
Students with 

Learning 
Difficulties (What 
Works for Special-
Needs Learners) 
by Rollanda E. 

O’Connor, Ph.D. 

Focuses on phonics and sight word based approach; blends both.   
Promotes letter/sound pairings, sight word recognition, blending, decoding, 

and fluency.  Offers forms and checklists to use.  Discusses phonemic 
awareness, decoding, and word patterns.  There is focus on shifting from 

oral language to comprehension.  Many strategies are included in the book. 
Recommended for students in primary grades or older students who are 

struggling.   
Mostly useful for educators. 

ISBN:  978-1593853648 
http://www.amazon.com/Teach

ing-Word-Recognition-
Difficulties-Special-

Needs/dp/1593853645/ref=sr_
1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=131

0930212&sr=1-1#_  

You're Going to 
Love This Kid!: 

Teaching Children 
with Autism in the 

Inclusive 
Classroom by 
Paula Kluth 

Promotes including students on the autism spectrum in elementary and 
secondary.  Also promotes using lesson plans, outside community supports, 

and collaboration.   
Focus on intertwining literacy instruction into school routine and activities.  

Large focus on adapting environment and classrooms. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

ISBN:  978-1557666147 
http://www.amazon.com/Youre

-Going-Love-This-
Kid/dp/1557666148/ref=sr_1_2
?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=13111

22056&sr=1-2  
 

 
 
Curriculums & Programs 
 

Item Description Link/ Vendor/ Resource Picture 
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Corrective 
Reading 
 (2008) 

Comprehension & phonics-based approach. 
Recommended for grade 3-adults who are reading below grade level. 

Very intensive; direct instruction; supports difficulty with decoding and 
comprehension.  Suggested as daily supplemental or intervention strategy.  

Includes work attack, sounding out letters and words, and reading text 
quickly.  Meant for smaller groups; no more than 15 suggested.  Uses the 

same format, language, and routine throughout program.  Workbooks & CD-
ROM included.  Includes modeling & multiple opportunities for practice and 

repetition.  Differentiated, systematic, organized, and supported by 
research.  Prices vary, but at least $400.00 per level.  Components available 

at link. 
Possible support for children with on the autism spectrum: intervention for 
phonemic awareness and comprehension, repetition, routine, visual support 

for sounding out letters and words. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

 
 
 

http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRRepo
rts/PDF/Corrective_Reading.pdf 

 
https://www.mheonline.com/pr
ogram/view/1/1/128/0076181

804/ 

 

Early Interven-
tions in Reading; 

SRA 
 
 

Phonics-based, sight words, fluency, and comprehension approach. 
Designed for grades levels 1-3 and as an intervention for struggling readers.  

Recommended as supplemental daily program with small groups of 3-5 
students.  Includes 140 lessons; 40 min. each lesson.  Program is designed to 

bring struggling readers to grade level within one year.  Includes error 
correction, appropriate pace, little talk from teacher, constant exchange 

between teacher and student, scaffolding, and scope and sequence.  Teacher 
models new skills. 

Possible support for children on the autism spectrum:  repetition, modeling, 
approach that targets many different areas of literacy, and error correction 

technique. 
Prices vary, but at least $800.00 per level.  Components available at link. 

Mostly useful for educators. 
 
 

http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRRepo
rts/PDF/SRAEIR.pdf 

 
https://www.mheonline.com/pr
ogram/view/1/1/132/0076041

077/ 

 

http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/Corrective_Reading.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/Corrective_Reading.pdf
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/128/0076181804/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/128/0076181804/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/128/0076181804/
https://www.mheonline.com/assets/images/cover/large/0076181804.jpg
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/SRAEIR.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/SRAEIR.pdf
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/132/0076041077/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/132/0076041077/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/132/0076041077/
https://www.mheonline.com/assets/images/cover/large/0076041077.jpg
https://www.mheonline.com/assets/images/cover/large/0076041077.jpg
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Early Literacy 
Skills Builder 

(ELSB) 

Combines aspects of decoding, sight words, and comprehension; 
 pre-reading program.  

Includes visuals, many pictures, frog puppet named Moe, and pictures to 
describe words (such as with Writing with Symbols program).  Program 

offers suggestions for prompting and adaptations for students with 
moderate-severe disabilities, including AAC.  Big focus on alliteration and 

rhyming in many lessons; not as much focus on functional words.  Scripted 
lessons.  Can be used 1:1 or in small groups.  Recommended as intervention 

program for students with moderate-severe developmental disabilities.  
Two 30-minute sessions recommended daily. 

Scope & sequence includes sight words, pointing to text, responding to 
questions, clapping syllables, ID letter sounds, blending, creating stories. 
Possible support for children with autism:  Opportunity for group work, 
puppet & visuals to keep attention, short lessons, recommendations for 

AAC.  Prices may vary, but at least $695.00.  Components available at link. 
-Mostly useful for educators. 

http://www.attainmentcompan
y.com/featured/elsb/ 

 
 

Edmark Reading 
Program-  

Levels I & II 

Sight word & comprehension approach 
Recommended for students with cognitive impairments.  Not recommended 
as core reading program by FCRR.  Reading level K-1st grade.  Appropriate in 

1:1 setting.  Alternative for students who have difficulty with phonics 
approach. 

Includes positive reinforcement, routine and structure built into lessons, 
errorless teaching, little need for extensive professional development, 

organized, materials available for homework, extra reading, and 
supplemental worksheets.  Includes word recognition lessons, matching 
words and phrases to pictures, worksheets, comprehension questions, 

stories, has lots of repetition, mastery tests, and materials to track progress 
and data.  Everything needed is included in kit. 

Possible support for children with autism:  Focus on sight words rather than 
phonics, repetition, routine, comprehension taught by matching picture to 

word/phrase. 
Prices may vary, link sold for $599.00.  Components available at link. 

Mostly useful for educators, but homework included provides nice 
opportunity for collaboration with parents. 

http://www.proedinc.com/cust
omer/productview.aspx?id=106
8 
*Available through several 
vendors 
 
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReport
s/PDF/EdmarkReadingProgram.
pdf 

 

 

http://www.attainmentcompany.com/featured/elsb/
http://www.attainmentcompany.com/featured/elsb/
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productview.aspx?id=1068
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productview.aspx?id=1068
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productview.aspx?id=1068
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/EdmarkReadingProgram.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/EdmarkReadingProgram.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRReports/PDF/EdmarkReadingProgram.pdf
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Edmark- 
Functional Word 

Series- Combo 

See above description for Edmark.  Same approach and design as Edmark 
Reading Program, but focus is on functional vocabulary.  Recommended for 
middle and high school students; especially with autism.  Students learn to 

recognize 400 functional words.  Places for words include menus, job, 
streets, buildings, and grocery store.   

Price on link provided is $525.00.  Components available at link. 
Mostly useful for educators, but link to community may be helpful for 

parents as well. 

http://www.proedinc.com/cust
omer/ProductView.aspx?ID=202
7&sSearchWord=edmark 

 

Funnix Reading 
Programs 

Phonics, vocabulary, & comprehension. 
Direct instruction; meant for parents to use at home, but also useful for 

educators as intervention in the classroom.  1:1. 
Meant to take children from nonreaders to a beginning 3rd grade level.  
Recommended for students who have difficulty learning.  Material is 

presented on disc on computer; adult sits with child and guides/prompts, 
children answer questions using computer.  Includes modeling, is 

systematic, has repetition, and provides progress monitoring.   
Each day (same time each day) 30 min. total recommended; 20 min. on 

computer and 10 min. with workbook. 
Price on link provided is $25.00 (down from $249).  Components available 

at link. 
Possible support for children with autism:  repetition, modeling, use of 

computer which is of high interest to many students with autism. 
-Useful for both parents and educators. 

http://www.fcrr.org/fcrrreports
/PDF/FunnixFinal.pdf 

 
http://www.funnix.com/ 

 

http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductView.aspx?ID=2027&sSearchWord=edmark
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductView.aspx?ID=2027&sSearchWord=edmark
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductView.aspx?ID=2027&sSearchWord=edmark
http://www.fcrr.org/fcrrreports/PDF/FunnixFinal.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/fcrrreports/PDF/FunnixFinal.pdf
http://www.funnix.com/
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Language for 
Learning 

Pre-Reading Skills; language. 
Designed for pre-K-2nd grade, ELL, students with difficulty comprehending 

language concepts. 
Direct teaching of vocabulary and concepts needed for reading 

comprehension. 
Revised version of SRA’s Distar Language I program-teaches oral language 

skills, scripted lessons, signaled responses, error correction, modeling, 
offers pre-reading skills, possibility for quick pace.  Small or whole group 

instruction; 30 min. daily. 
Prices may vary, but at least $1000.00 on link provided.  Components 

available at link. 
Possible support for children with autism:  error correction, modeling, pre-

reading skills. 
Mostly useful for educators, easy to learn with little professional 

development. 

http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRRepo
rts/PDF/Lang_for_Learning_Rep
ort.pdf 
 
https://www.mheonline.com/pr
ogramMHID/view/0076181758 

 

LiPS: The 
Lindamood 

Phoneme 
Sequencing® 
Program for 

Reading, Spelling, 
and Speech — 

Fourth Edition, 
Complete Kit 

Primarily phonics-based & spelling; aspects of written expression and sight 
words. 

Recommended for students with speech delay, ELL, dyslexia, autism, PDD, 
TBI; grade level K-3; 1:1, small group, or whole group instruction; all ages.  

Also used in speech instruction. 
Includes manual and DVDs.  Multiple suggestions for frequency of use; 

dependent upon need and wanted intensity.  Systematic, organized.   
Includes 5 steps- 1) Setting the Climate for Learning, 2) Identifying and 
Classifying Speech Sounds, 3) Tracking Speech Sounds, 4) Associating 

Sounds and Symbols, 5) Spelling and Reading.   
Price on link provided is $445.00.  Components available at link. 

Possible support for children with autism:  link to speech sessions for 
collaboration between educator and SLP, systematic approach, learning 

speech sounds and language before reading and spelling are taught.   
Mostly useful for educators due to intensive training. 

http://www.fcrr.org/FCRRRepo
rts/PDF/LIPs.pdf 

 
http://www.proedinc.com/cust
omer/productView.aspx?id=482
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http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productView.aspx?id=4827
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Reading Mastery- 
Signature Edition 

Phonics, spelling, vocabulary; some emphasis on word recognition and 
comprehension. 

Grade levels K-5; also students who need support with phonemic 
awareness. 

Similar to Corrective Reading Program.  Includes scripted lessons delivered 
by educator, and 1:1 or small group instruction (preferably small group so 

that students can benefit from modeling from each other).  Sounds are 
taught systematically using visuals including arrows that help with 

following through the sounds; repetition, modeling.  Includes placement 
test. 

Prices vary, but at least $870.00 per level on link provided.  Components 
available at link.   

Possible support for children with autism:  repetition, modeling, ability for 
small group instruction, visual structure for sounds of letters. 

Mostly useful for educators. 
 

https://www.mheonline.com/pr
ogram/view/1/1/21/00761819
36/  

Reading Mastery- 
Classic 

See description above; very similar program-different version. 
Grade levels pre-K-2nd.  Similar to Signature Edition, but more emphasis on 

comprehension and stories. 
Similar pricing. 

https://www.mheonline.com/pr
ogram/view/1/1/140/0076026
892/  

Reading Mastery- 
Plus 

Similar to other Reading Mastery Programs listed above. 
More emphasis on language development and some aspects of 

comprehension. 
Pricing varies, but slightly more expensive. 

https://www.mheonline.com/pr
ogram/view/1/1/164/0076020
770/  

https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/21/0076181936/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/21/0076181936/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/21/0076181936/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/140/0076026892/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/140/0076026892/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/140/0076026892/
https://www.mheonline.com/assets/images/cover/large/0076026892.jpg
https://www.mheonline.com/assets/images/cover/large/0076026892.jpg
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/164/0076020770/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/164/0076020770/
https://www.mheonline.com/program/view/1/1/164/0076020770/
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Reading 
Milestones 

Phonics, fluency, comprehension, vocabulary. 
Reading levels range from K-4th grade.  Originally developed for students 
who are deaf; also recommended for students who have developmental 

disabilities, ELL, and overall reading difficulties. 
Age appropriate material, direct instruction, systematic, language gap for 

syntax and semantics is considered and tackled in this program, as it targets 
students who are deaf and learning English.  Focuses lessons with teacher 

manual, workbooks, and spelling program.  Adaptations included.  Also 
includes oral reading and large emphasis on comprehension- prediction, 

question/answer, summarizing. 
Pricing on link provided is $2100.00 for all 6 levels combo pack.  Separate 

purchase available, but none available until August 2011.  Components 
available at link.   

Possible support for children on the autism spectrum:  direct instruction, 
systematic, question/answer for comprehension.  Also, since it is adapted 
for students who are deaf, many aspects are appropriate for students with 

autism with language delays. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

 

http://www.proedinc.com/cust
omer/ProductLists.aspx?Search

Type=All&SearchWords=reading
+milestones&SearchWordModifi

er=All&CategoryID=0 
 

STAR Program Letters, sounds, sight words. 
Designed for students on the autism spectrum.   

Systematic, scripted, ABA-based curriculum, prompts, errorless teaching 
and error correction, frequent rewards and communication practiced 

throughout.  Data sheets and progress monitoring provided. 
Not a “literacy” program as a whole; includes many subject areas and 

lessons.  However, there are lessons that teach letter and sound recognition 
and sight words.  Lessons are scripted on folders and there are procedures 

to follow for discrete trial teaching.  1:1 instruction recommended, but small 
group work possible.  Extensive training for use of program; at least 2 days 

introduction recommended. 
Pricing is $331.00 per level; most literacy activities are in levels II & III.  

Components available at link.   
Possible support for children with autism:  systematic, scripted so language 
is the same, frequent rewards, discreet trial, prompting, errorless teaching 

and error correction. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

http://www.starautismprogram.
com/star-program-0 

 

http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductLists.aspx?SearchType=All&SearchWords=reading+milestones&SearchWordModifier=All&CategoryID=0
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductLists.aspx?SearchType=All&SearchWords=reading+milestones&SearchWordModifier=All&CategoryID=0
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductLists.aspx?SearchType=All&SearchWords=reading+milestones&SearchWordModifier=All&CategoryID=0
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductLists.aspx?SearchType=All&SearchWords=reading+milestones&SearchWordModifier=All&CategoryID=0
http://www.proedinc.com/customer/ProductLists.aspx?SearchType=All&SearchWords=reading+milestones&SearchWordModifier=All&CategoryID=0
http://www.starautismprogram.com/star-program-0
http://www.starautismprogram.com/star-program-0
http://www.starautismprogram.com/sites/default/files/star%20kit%20crop.jpg
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(STAR)- Sunshine 
Literacy Kit 

Language, letters, comprehension, sight words. 
Designed for students with ASD and developmental delays.   

Program is designed to generalize literacy skills learned into group and 
social settings using games and fun activities.  Includes games, lessons, 

flashcards, and visual sequences of activities.   
Price on link is $350.00.  Components available at link.   

Similar approach as STAR kit.   
Possible support for children with ASD:  generalization, social skills, 

flashcards, familiar approach as with STAR lessons. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

 

http://starautismprogram.com/
sunshine-literacy-small-group-
activities 

 

TeachTown Phonics, sight word, and comprehension based. 
Designed for students with ASD between the ages of 2 to 7 years 

developmentally.  Follows principles of ABA and linked with ABLLS-R 
assessment.  Software provides prompting, reinforcement, and 

generalization of skills.  Also tracks data on software. 
Demos are included at link.  For pricing information, must call number on 

website. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

 

http://web.teachtown.com/ 

 

 
 
 
Websites/Software 
 

Item Description Link/ Vendor/ Resource Picture 
SOFTWARE 

Bloomingkids Phonics, sight word, and comprehension + other subjects. 
Designed for children with ASD. 

Includes 37 programs; promotes vocabulary, sentence structure, reading, 
word formation, and language.  Includes some animation and pictures with 

audio.  Utilizes repetition to teach targets.  Demos are included at link.  
Program software averages $15 per subject.  To use, click on the next word; 

no dragging. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

http://www.bloomingkids.com/
kids.asp  

http://starautismprogram.com/sunshine-literacy-small-group-activities
http://starautismprogram.com/sunshine-literacy-small-group-activities
http://starautismprogram.com/sunshine-literacy-small-group-activities
http://web.teachtown.com/
http://www.bloomingkids.com/kids.asp
http://www.bloomingkids.com/kids.asp
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Boardmaker 
Software 

Allows for creation of materials of your choice. 
Designed to create materials using picture + word.  Materials could include 

visual schedules, communication systems, assignments, social stories, 
sequences. 

Includes more than 4500 picture communication symbols.  You can choose 
from add-ons Boardmaker, Boardmaker Plus! and Boardmaker with 

Speaking Dynamically Pro.  There is even software that allows you to use 
sign with word and picture.  Very useful with structured teaching and can be 
used to make worksheets and literacy activities for students who may need 
visuals and pictures to aid in comprehension and expression for answering 

questions.  Click, drag, customize.  Can be printed and saved.  Must have 
original disc in computer to run add-on discs.  Mayer Johnson. 

Mostly useful for educators, but there is “home” software available.   

http://www.mayer-
johnson.com/category/boardma

ker-family 
 

Click N Read Phonics-based approach, sight words, comprehension, writing, grammar. 
Designed for students in K-3, students with special needs, and ELL learners.  

This software teaches the entire kindergarten to 3rd grade phonics 
curriculum taught in public schools; includes animated lessons.  Has home 

accounts for $59.85 and school accounts for $10/student for a one year 
license.   

Great way to offer alternative to teaching general education curriculum.  
Click on answer when requested.  Demos are included at link.  Created by 

Dr. J. Ron Nelson. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

http://www.clicknkids.com/ 

 

The Sentence 
Master 

Sight word approach, independent reading, and comprehension. 
Recommended for children with ASD, intellectual and developmental 

disabilities, language-learning disorders, hearing impairments, AAC users, 
ELL (K-6), and adults with developmental disabilities. 

Program created by Dr. Marion Blank. 
Promotes mastery of non-content words, failure-free learning, emphasis on 

spelling, creating sentences to build comprehension.  Each level contains 50-
75 words, 8 animated stories, and 8 story booklets that aid in 

comprehension and writing.  Price decreases when you purchase more, but 
1-4 copies starts at $495.  Demos are available at link.   

Useful for parents and educators. 

http://www.llsys.com/products
/descriptions/sentdesc.html 

 

http://www.mayer-johnson.com/category/boardmaker-family
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/category/boardmaker-family
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/category/boardmaker-family
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/boardmaker-v-6/
http://www.clicknkids.com/
http://www.llsys.com/products/descriptions/sentdesc.html
http://www.llsys.com/products/descriptions/sentdesc.html
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Slater Software, 
Inc. 

Written expression, comprehension, sight word approach (match pic to 
word) and spelling. 

Designed for children to use, as well as teachers, to aid in written expression 
and to help with literacy activities.   

Programs include Picture It, PixWriter, and Read and Tell.  Programs provide 
the user with pictures when words are typed in.  Can be used to answer 

questions during literacy activities, for schedules, to make worksheets, to 
make stories that are easier to read, and to allow students to more easily 
express themselves.  PixWriter even allows you to create buttons when 

typing, so you do not have to retype the words constantly and can click on 
them after typed once. 

Designed for students who have difficulty with writing, typing, and 
understanding the written word without visual support.  Have seen this 
used in classrooms to take spelling tests and type letters/journals.  Can 
import photos as well.  Prices vary per product, but are in the hundreds.  

Founded by Jean and Jim Slater. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

http://www.slatersoftware.com
/index.html 

 

SoftTouch Multiple resources; phonics, sight words, and comprehension. 
-Designed for children with autism.   

-Multiple software discs available to aid in literacy activities.  Prices vary.  
Some noteworthy programs include Daily Reading Comprehension Software, 

My School Day, & SwitchIt!.   Prices vary. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

http://www.softtouch.com/auti
sm.aspx 

 

StoryTown 
Software 

(Attainment) 

Reading & comprehension. 
Designed for reluctant readers. 

Teachers can edit and create quizzes, assignments, and comprehension 
activities on and off the computer.  You can add text, speech, and animation.  

Create up to a 40 page book.  Cost is $99.  Attainment Inc. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

http://www.mayer-
johnson.com/storytown-

software 

 

http://www.slatersoftware.com/index.html
http://www.slatersoftware.com/index.html
mailto:info@slatersoftware.com
http://www.softtouch.com/autism.aspx
http://www.softtouch.com/autism.aspx
http://www.softtouch.com/
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/storytown-software
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/storytown-software
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/storytown-software
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/600x/040ec09b1e35df139433887a97daa66f/x/1/x1at200_01.jpg
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Writing with 
Symbols (older 
version)- now 

called:  
Communicate: 

SymWriter 
Windows 

 

Written expression, spelling, and comprehension. 
Designed for children to use, as well as teachers, to aid in written expression 

and to help with literacy activities.   
Can be used to answer questions during literacy activities, for schedules, to 

make worksheets, to make stories that are easier to read, and to allow 
students to more easily express themselves.   

Designed for students who have difficulty with writing, typing, and 
understanding the written word without visual support.  Have seen this 

used in classrooms to take spelling tests and type letters/journals.  Cost is 
$249.  Mayer Johnson. 

Useful for parents and educators. 

     http://www.mayer-
johnson.com/communicate-

symwriter-windows 
       

 

INTERACTIVE WEBSITES 
Between the Lions Phonics and sight word approach. 

Elementary age children; PBS website.   
Allows user to read along with story, highlights words as they are being 

read, promotes learning of letters and sounds, and provides games to 
reinforce topics.  Very user-friendly. 

http://pbskids.org/lions/ 

 

Easy Learning 
Books 

Sight word approach & comprehension. 
Has some free samples/demos available through link or subscribe for 
$49.95 per year.  Offers lesson plans and books that read material to 

students, highlighting text throughout.  Teachers can create quizzes to aid in 
comprehension. 

Designed by special needs professionals for children with A.D.H.D., autism, 
Asperger's syndrome, ELL, and other specials needs. 

Shows a lot of diversity. 

http://www.easylearningbooks.
com/ 

  

Good Sites for 
Kids 

Everything! 
Compilation of MANY helpful interactive sites for children.  Many are useful 

for children with ASD  So many to choose from! 

http://www.goodsitesforkids.or
g/literacy.htm 

 
Interactive 

Reading Websites 
http://jc-

schools.net/tutorials/interact-
read.htm  

Starfall Phonics-based approach. 
Designed for preschool-2nd grade, ELL, students with special needs, and 

students who are home schooled.  Includes many activities; 4 levels based 
on skill.  Starts with learning letters. 

Created by Polis-Schutz family.  Free of cost.  Very user-friendly.   

http://www.starfall.com/ 
 

http://www.mayer-johnson.com/communicate-symwriter-windows
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/communicate-symwriter-windows
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/communicate-symwriter-windows
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/600x/040ec09b1e35df139433887a97daa66f/m/1/m165.png
http://pbskids.org/lions/
http://www.easylearningbooks.com/
http://www.easylearningbooks.com/
http://www.goodsitesforkids.org/literacy.htm
http://www.goodsitesforkids.org/literacy.htm
http://www.goodsitesforkids.org/
http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/interact-read.htm
http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/interact-read.htm
http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/interact-read.htm
http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/interact-read.htm
http://www.starfall.com/
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Storyline Online Auditory processing; listening to read aloud. 
Screen Actors Guild Foundation presents stories read by famous actors.  
Each book includes activities.  Good for entertainment and listening to 

stories. 

http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
 

ZAC BROWSER Accessibility for interactive websites. 
Created by People CD in response to a family member’s needs.  Browser for 

users with ASD to make use of internet more accessible and understandable.  
Allows for easier internet use.  All ages. 

http://www.zacbrowser.com/ 
 

PURCHASING WEBSITES/ MATERIALS 
Attainment 

Company 
Offers many materials to purchase, including ELSB (Early Literacy Skills 

Builder). 
http://www.attainmentcompan

y.com/home.php 
 

Create-a-Book 
Clear Literacy 

Pocket Set 
 

Can use this item to create your own books to use in class.  Utilize programs 
such as Communicate: SymWriter Windows or Boardmaker, as well as 
photos, to create books that are of interest to students and relevant to 
functional life skills.  Could also use to work on literacy skills through a 

created social story. 

http://www.mayer-
johnson.com/clear-literacy-

pocket-set 
 

Lakeshore Offers many materials from infant-6th grade.  Provides lot of hands-on 
materials to aid instruction for educators.  Also lots of materials that can be 

used at home.  Reasonable prices. 

 
http://www.lakeshorelearning.c

om/home/home.jsp  

LeapFrog Has many LeapFrog items available for purchase.  Combines technology 
with many concepts to boost literacy.   

      
http://www.leapfrog.com/schoo

l/index.html  
pro-ed Reliable website that mostly offers curriculums, assessments, and educator 

resources.   
http://www.proedinc.com/cust

omer/default.aspx 
 

SEN Teacher Offers FREE resources for special education teachers including printables 
for grammar, word searches, handwriting, and reading activities.  Some 

available to edit. 

http://www.senteacher.org/Pri
nt/Literacy/ 

 

Scholastic Offers materials from pre-K-12, including reading programs, books, and 
leveled readers. 

http://www.scholastic.com/rea
deveryday/#  

School Specialty Offers many hands-on materials to aid in literacy instruction.  Many 
materials available in several areas of literacy. 

https://store.schoolspecialtyonli
ne.net/OA_HTML/ibeCCtpSctDsp
Rte.jsp?sname=LANGUAGE+ART
S&section=37143&minisite=102
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Super Duper 
Publications 

Offers many literacy materials at reasonable prices.  Some items available in 
bulk.  Most items very hands-on. 

 

http://www.superduperinc.com
/  

INFORMATION 
FCRR- Florida 

Center for 
Reading Research 

 Established in January, 2002.  Administered at Florida State University by 
the Learning Systems Institute and the College of Arts and Sciences.  You can 
find research and pros/cons on many literacy programs used with students 
with autism on this website.  Links to articles or research from this site are 

included above with many curriculums and programs listed. 

http://www.fcrr.org/index.shtm
l  

Teaching Tips for 
Children and 

Adults with Autism 
by Temple 

Grandin, Ph.D. 

Tips from Temple Grandin, Ph.D. regarding teaching tips for students with 
autism to make learning more successful.  Website also offers many other 

quick tips for instruction and support. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

tp://www.autism.com/ind_teachi
ng_tips.asp  

Wrightslaw  Helps to provide parents/guardians with information needed to advocate 
for their children.  There is a lot of information regarding special education 

law and tips for literacy instruction for students with ASD. 

 
http://www.wrightslaw.com/inf

o/read.index.htm  
 

 
iPad Applications 
 

Item Description Link/ Vendor/ Resource Picture 
Apps- Free  

ABC Magic 
Reading Short 
Vowel Words 

Phonics-based approach, but also shows pictures which aid in 
comprehension for words. 

Designed for emergent readers, at a preschool level, to learn phonemic 
awareness and works toward sounding out short vowel words. 

Useful for parents and educators.   
Con- somewhat poor pronunciation.  Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, 

and iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/abc-magic-reading-short-
vowel/id416896853?mt=8  

ABC Phonics Sight 
Words HD Free 

Lite 

Phonics-based & Sight word approach. 
Designed for children from age 3-grade 3 to learn Dolch sight words, 

spelling, upper & lowercase letters, and sounds of letters. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/abc-phonics-sight-words-

hd/id370086297?mt=8  

http://www.superduperinc.com/
http://www.superduperinc.com/
http://www.superduperinc.com/default.aspx
http://www.fcrr.org/index.shtml
http://www.fcrr.org/index.shtml
http://www.autism.com/ind_teaching_tips.asp
http://www.autism.com/ind_teaching_tips.asp
http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/read.index.htm
http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/read.index.htm
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-magic-reading-short-vowel/id416896853?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-magic-reading-short-vowel/id416896853?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-magic-reading-short-vowel/id416896853?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-phonics-sight-words-hd/id370086297?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-phonics-sight-words-hd/id370086297?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-phonics-sight-words-hd/id370086297?mt=8
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ABC Spelling 
Magic Short Vowel 

Words 

Phonics-based approach with picture provided to aid in comprehension. 
Designed for preschoolers to learn spelling, segmenting, the alphabet and 
sounds of letters, and works on building words.  App shows a picture and 

has 2 levels.  In first level, limited choices of letters are shown with picture 
and letters are dragged to spell picture shown.  In second level, entire 

alphabet is available to spell word. 
Useful for parents and educators. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/abc-spelling-magic-short-
vowel/id429301553?mt=8  

Alphabet 
Projector 

Sight Word approach. 
Designed for Pre-K and Kindergarteners to practice targeted sight words.  
Can be connected to projector in classroom for larger group instruction; 

also useful for 1:1 instruction. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/alphabet-

projector/id390074649?mt=8  

Audiobooks For 
Your Kids 

Listening; comprehension and auditory processing. 
Designed for children of many ages to be able to listen to stories being read.  

Useful tool for entertainment.  Wonderful for reading enrichment, 
intervention, and practice. 

3 stories included; 30 more selections available for $0.99. Useful for 
educators and parents. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.1 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/audiobooks-for-your-kids-

free/id410097004?mt=8  

Bob Books 
Reading Magic 

Lite 

Phonics-based approach. 
Designed for children at Pre-K and Kindergarten level.  Targets making the 
connection between letters and sounds, sounding out words, and spelling 

words.  Hand-drawn illustrations, drag and drop, and more choices available 
with purchase of full version. 

Useful for parents & educators. 
Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/bob-books-reading-magic-

lite/id408873050?mt=8  

Dragon Dictation Written Expression. 
Designed for all ages to allow for access to expression in text.  Speak and 
words appear in text.  Accommodation that allows for someone to create 

text without needing to type.  May be used to answer questions and can also 
be emailed or used on networking websites.  Ideal for children with 

disabilities who have difficulty writing or typing. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/dragon-

dictation/id341446764?mt=8  
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Literacy Skills 
Sampler HD 

Sight word approach; match to pictures to aid in comprehension. 
Designed for many ages to build functional word vocabulary.  Includes 80 

videos, reinforces common words, and allows for individual assignments to 
be created.  Ideal for children or teens with disabilities who need to improve 

on functional word vocabulary. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/literacy-skills-sampler-
hd/id415708138?mt=8 

 

MeeGenius! Kid’s 
Books 

Sight word approach. 
Designed for Pre-K and elementary age children.  Highlights words as they 
are read, promotes reading along and recognizing learned words.  Several 

selections available and more available with full version for $0.99.  
Wonderful for reading enrichment, intervention, and practice. 

Useful for parents & educators. 
Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/meegenius!-kids-

books/id364734296?mt=8  

Meet the Vowels 
Flashcards 

Letter recognition. 
Designed for toddler-Kindergarteners.  Introduces vowels and vowel 

characters to teach vowels.   
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/meet-the-vowels-

flashcards/id443142852?mt=8 
 

My First Words- 
Flashcards by 
Alligator Apps 

Sight word approach; picture provided to aid in comprehension. 
Designed for children ages 1-4.  Includes over 200 flashcards and you can 

create your own as well.  You can also record your own voice to say the 
flashcard pic/word.  Has play modes (image only, word only, flashcard only, 
word then flashcard, word then image).  Can change font, font size, spelling, 

upper or lowercase letters.  Can customize speed and delete unwanted 
flashcards. 

Useful for parents & educators. 
Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/my-first-words-

flashcards/id443902005?mt=8  

Moving Picture 
Books 

Sight word and Comprehension approach. 
Designed for children between the ages of 3 months and 7 years.  Includes 

animated stories with text to read along.  Includes adult or child voices, 
bright moving pictures, English and Spanish, sing along songs, and short in 

length. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/moving-picture-

books/id405098235?mt=8  
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Sesame Street 
eBooks for iPad 

Phonics and Sight word approach. 
Designed for many ages.  Free trial demos, but for $39.99 per  year 
subscription, you add unlimited eBooks and access online/website.  

Animated books allow children to read along and work on many literacy 
activities including letter recognition and sounds and word recognition, as 

well as read along.  Many sound effects, and well-known characters 
included.  Has autoplay, which automatically turns pages, and text 

highlighting. 
Mostly useful for parents, but also helpful for entertainment, enrichment, or 

intervention for educators. 
Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/sesame-street-ebooks-for-
ipad/id423992365?mt=8  

StoryKit Comprehension, written expression. 
Designed for many ages. 

-Allows you to create your own story, write text and illustrate by 
writing/drawing on screen, take or draw a picture, then upload it, share, 

add/delete pages in your book, and edit well-known stories. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/storykit/id329374595?mt=8 

 

See. Touch. Learn Picture recognition; matching picture to word aids in comprehension. 
Flashcard program with thousands of pictures.  Includes 60 exercises 

created by a certified behavior analyst; more available for purchase.  Ideal 
for toddlers or children with ASD; also complimentary to ABA program.  
Allows you to build lessons, prompts, and targets.  Lessons/cards can be 

saved on device to use again later and there is no need to deal with 
collecting and shuffling cards.  Pictures can be identifies when prompted 

with auditory question or written. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 4.2 or later. 
 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/see.touch.learn./id406826506?

mt=8  

Apps- Not Free 
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Language-Builder  
($3.99) 

Comprehension & Grammar 
Designed for children ages 3-10 and students with special needs.  Promotes 

grammatically correct sentence structure, expressive language, and 
auditory processing.  Allows you to record voices, gives hints, reinforcers, 

save and email sentences, and track progress.   
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 4.1 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/languagebuilder-for-

ipad/id405801365?mt=8  

Meet the Letters 
Flashcards- 
Uppercase 

($0.99)~ also have 
lowercase 

Letter recognition. 
Designed for preschool and Kindergarten. 

Promotes learning of all letters of the alphabet and introduces the letters as 
characters. 

Useful for parents & educators. 
Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or later. 

 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/id443142437?mt=8 

 

Meet the Sight 
Words1 

Flashcards (also 
have levels 2 & 3) 

($0.99) 

Sight word approach. 
Designed for preschool and Kindergarten.   

Allows you to guess the sight word, then the word becomes animated.  
Features 16 Kindergarten level sight words, but more available with full 

version. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/meet-sight-words1-

flashcards/id443140728?mt=8  

Question- 
Builder ($3.99) 

Sight word approach & comprehension. 
-Designed for elementary age children or children with ASD or other special 

needs. 
Promotes improved auditory processing, answer abstract questions, and 

form responses.  Asks WH questions, has 1200 audio clips of questions and 
answers, tracks progress, and offers 60 animated reinforcers.  Questions are 

written on the screen and there are multiple choice written answers to 
select. 

Useful for parents & educators. 
Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 4.3 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/question-builder-for-

ipad/id364823150?mt=8 
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Please note:  Availability and cost of apps and other materials contained in this list may have changed since publication. 

Sentence- 
Builder ($3.99) 

Sight word approach & comprehension. 
Designed for elementary age children or children with ASD or other special 

needs. 
Promotes correct grammatical structure, sentence building, and 

comprehension of pictures and scenes.  Teenager modules available for 
purchase, 100 pictures to build sentences for, 60 animated clips for 

reinforcers, and can track progress. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 4.1 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/sentencebuilder-for-

ipad/id364197515?mt=8 
 

Sight Words 
Projector  

Pre-K ($0.99)~ 
also has through 

3rd grade 

Sight word approach. 
Designed for elementary age children or children with ASD or other special 

needs. 
Can use during 1:1 instruction, but also allows you to connect to projector to 

use in classroom or small group setting. 
Mostly useful for educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/sight-words-projector-pre-

k/id386527719?mt=8  

StoryBuilder 
($3.99) 

Sight word approach & comprehension. 
Designed for children ages 6 and up and children with special needs. 

Promotes comprehension, sentence formation, response, inference, and 
auditory processing.   

Allows you to record your own voice, 3 levels, save and email work, 50 story 
lines and 500 audio clips, teenager module available.  Questions are written 

and picture shown, child responds by recording answer. 
Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPad. Requires iOS 4.3 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/storybuilder-for-

ipad/id377631532?mt=8  

 
 

   

Word Magic 
($0.99) 

Sight word approach, spelling, and pictures aid in comprehension. 
Designed for preschool and Kindergarten. 

Pictures are shown and some letters are provided, based on skill level.  Child 
must select the remaining letters and drag, but not only one letter.  Child 

selects letter pairs to fill in blanks. 
Many pictures and audio for reinforcement and child shakes device to move 

on. 
-Useful for parents & educators. 

Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or later. 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app
/word-

magic/id293630633?mt=8 
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